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Eternal Branch 
Family Newsletter from the Tsunekis in Japan 

  
“I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you  

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 1:6) 

 

Japan 

Earthquake 
 

f you live in our 

country, you may feel 

a few earthquakes 

annually, but the one we 

had on March 11 was 

incomparable. We are 

about 150 miles from the 

hardest hit area, and even 

three weeks after the main 

quake, we are still feeling a 

few aftershocks daily. 

Our lifestyle is similar to that of North America, and we didn’t know how inconvenient it is to live 

without electricity and running water, which meant we could not flush the toilet nor have access to 

phone (landline) or internet! Joshua, our youngest who turned six in January, sobbed the first night when 

we had to light the candle and felt big quakes every 15-20minutes. Electricity was restored faster than 

water, but some of 

the Church members 

had no running 

water for two weeks! 

 

After our phone and 

internet system was 

restored, I called the 

Church members to 

make sure they were 

OK. We were so 
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Block walls near the 
church building 

Who made such a big mess in our office!? 
---Earthquake!!! 

★ we are here 

★ 
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thankful that none of them had 

severe physical injuries, but some 

had to make very difficult 

decisions in their lives. Below are 

the stories I heard from them. 

 

‚My mother-in-law had been 

living in a nursing home, but it 

was struck hard by the tsunami. 

All the people who resided there 

had to move out, so she had to 

move in with us. She has severe 

Alzheimer’s disease, so we are 

having a very difficult time taking 

care of her, day and night.‛ 

 

‚After my husband died seven years ago, I took over running our restaurant and tried hard to keep the 

business open. The restaurant suffered damages, and I no longer have the energy to continue the 

business. My family and I discussed it and reached the difficult decision of closing the restaurant.‛ 

 

Below are the situations of our two other Church members’ families: 

- The Richardson family, who are special and close to our family, had to make the very difficult decision 

of moving back to the States after living in Japan for 13.5 years. At the end of March, they were very busy 

packing, closing their business, and cleaning their house. Church members volunteered to help the 

Richardson family to clean their house and their English school up until they left on March 28. There was 

not enough time to mourn their 

departure and say good-bye. We need to 

move on and we know God will take 

care of both them and us, but we were 

very sad to see them off. 

 

- Masako Kan (age 88) lives with her son 

who is struggling with gout. We 

organized a team to help in cleaning 

their house after the earthquake. He 

asked for our help in repairing their 

roof.  

Sunday morning worship on March 11 (two days after the 
earthquake). In spite of the situation, many came early to help clean 

the mess from the earthquake and encourage one another. You can see 
some of the ceiling boards had fallen off. 

Our members went to help Richardson family’s moving. 
 We pray for their smooth transition and readjustment. 
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hese are just some examples. Many of 

our members have been experiencing 

difficulty or sudden change in their 

lifestyles and trying to adjust to transitions 

and create renewals in their lives. I‘m proud 

of them for trying their best in the midst of 

this hardship! 

 

Some have opened their homes so that no 

other Church member would feel alone in the 

face of this crisis. It is good to see that Kana, a 

not-yet-Christian, is involved in helping, 

cleaning, and serving in ministry, which I 

believe is a part of discipleship. Some 

members are volunteering to help in the evacuation centers.  

 

The shortage of gasoline made it even more 

difficult to go and help others, but we finally 

see no lines in front of gas stations. We also see 

more items in grocery stores, and these signs 

are great encouragement. We are thankful to 

see things getting back to normal, and we are 

starting to find more time and energy to serve 

the needs of our community; we believe that 

God will continue to build our strength and 

ability to reach out farther to other damaged 

areas in the north. 

 

We are very much aware that this disaster will require a 

long-term relief plan that will demand a lot of wisdom 

and endurance. We want to find the path that the Holy 

Spirit will open for us to be involved in the physical, 

emotional and spiritual rebuilding process, because we 

know we will fail if we act without His guidance. 

 

We are overwhelmed by the generous donations given by 

our brethren in North America. We are also thankful for 

T 

Look at the two experts who are fixing the roof tiles.  
Actually one is Masako Kan’s son with gout. Another one 

is me, the first time roof climber. Wheew!! 

It has been such a blessing to serve with  
hard working “Cleaning Crews”!!  

Looooong line of cars waiting to buy 
gasoline. Many waited for hours, and the 

longest we heard was nine hours!! 
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Park Avenue Church in Memphis Tenn. who offered to receive and take care of all the procedure in 

sending the money to Japan. Mito Church opened a bank account to receive the funds on our side and 

keep track of them on behalf of Churches of Christ in Japan. It would be a great help if our brothers and 

sisters in the Lord would keep praying for us as we make decisions and start actions for relief efforts. We 

sincerely want to praise God as He is moving in His world-wide church to care for his children in Japan. 

 

Family News 
 

Atsushi -- I was given an opportunity to serve 

on the PTA at Joshua’s Kindergarten since last 

April. It has been a joy to meet those whom I 

would never have met if I had spent all my 

time in the Church office! It was so much fun 

to start building relationships with the parents, 

the teachers, and the little children! We were 

glad that some of them visited our Church and 

participated in EBC (English Bible Class). 

 

Mari – God opened a door for her to be a part-time English teacher at the closest junior high school to 

our home. Though she is busy preparing for the classes, teaching Monday through Friday, and grading 

the homework, etc, she is enjoying teaching and continuing personal relationships with the teachers and 

about 500 students. 

Esther (15) – graduated from junior high 

school and is now a high school student 

at CAJ (Christian Academy in Japan), an 

International School in Tokyo. We are 

impressed by the fact that CAJ keeps both 

its academic and spiritual standards high. 

After the earthquake they had to shut 

down the school for three weeks due to 

the planned power outages and problems 

with the train systems, and her dormitory 

was also closed. We were impressed and 

thankful that the principal and the head 

master of her school asked the teachers 

and the staff if anyone could offer a place 

for her to stay for a while, and they got 

Joshua (6) and Atsushi on the Sports Day 

Just before Esther’s departure to Tokyo.  
We miss having her around but also are thankful that she is 

in a good Christian community at CAJ. 
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offers immediately. She was 

well taken care of by Mr. 

and Mrs. Seely, a very nice 

Christian couple. 

 

David (12), Moses (9), 

Joshua (6) – David 

graduated from Senba 

Elementary School in March. 

He is taller than his mom 

now and is about to 

outgrow his big sister. 

Moses is starting 5th grade 

this month. Both David and 

Moses started swimming 

lessons last spring. Joshua 

graduated from Senba Kindergarten in March. His sweet smiles are loved by everybody. We’re 

tremendously blessed to have these precious children in our family!  

 

 

Thank you for being our brothers and sisters.

  

With love in Him,  

 

 

Atsushi & Mari Tsuneki 

Address: 2872-4-204, Senba, Mito 

Ibaraki, 310-0851 JAPAN 

Phone:   029-357-3751 

E-mail:  Atsushi: atsuneki@yahoo.co.jp 

Mari: maritsuneki@yahoo.co.jp 

 

 

Mito Church Annual Retreat!!  
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